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Publication of a new list of occupations in shortage

Summary: A new list of occupations in shortage was published on 21 May 2025, significantly expanding the
occupations for which work permit applications will not require prior posting of a job offer for at least three
weeks with France Travail, the French unemployment agency.

A long-awaited update

The Order of 21 May, 2025, establishing the list of occupations and geographic areas characterized by
recruitment difficulties pursuant to Article L. 414-13 of the French Code on the Entry and Residence of
Foreigners and the Right to Asylum, finally replaces the previous list of occupations in shortage, which dated
from 2021.

For the occupations on this list, work permit applications will not be subject to the job market test. Thus, the
future employer company will be exempt from prior posting of a job offer with the French Unemployment
Agency (France Travail) for at least three weeks. It will not be necessary to demonstrate that no job seeker
already authorized to work could fill the position for the work permit application to be considered.

A list expanded to include new fields

The list is available at https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000051643488

In particular, new professions are included, such as home helpers, housekeepers, nursing assistants, cooks,
hotel employees, and nurses in the Paris/lle-de-France region.

The list thus better addresses the recruitment challenges encountered in these fields, by making the
preparation of the work permit applications faster and by avoiding the risk of refusal based on the job market
test.

Also to be noted, undocumented workers already employed in a position included on this new list may apply for
a residence permit as a 'temporary worker' or 'employee' (provided they also meet other conditions), in
accordance with the provisions of Article L435-4 of the CESEDA."
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